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NIBANDH'’s Translation
—By Asit Shah
Kaarikaa meaning: Thereafter, in the adhyaya of stories,
detachment (Vairagya) has been narrated, since the
Nirodha (total involvement) attains entirety only after
detachment (460).

Does it need to be said that SriKrishna possesses
detachment, when merely on getting associated to Him,
His wives, who were full of romantic feelings, became
detached from the mundane world ?! (461).

To help arrive at this conclusion, our Lord plays
these games and thereby playfully detached His wives
from mundane matters (Samsaara) (462-463).
Explanation:

Towards the end of the 10th Canto, the narration
of detachment is there. Its purpose is hereby revealed
in the Kaarikaa, that without detachment, the Nirodha
is not attained in entirety. Without detachment, our
heart can’t fully get involved in Him. Except detachment,
nothing else is needed at this juncture. Hence detachment
is narrated in this Adhyaya of stories.

How one can prove or come to know that our
Lord possesses detachment ? Simply because His wives,
full of romantic feelings, acquired detachment on
associating with Him! Does one need to say then,
that He possesses detachment ?!

When detachment is the topic of the narration,
why the narration starts with His games ? As an answer,
the Kaarikaa states that He binds His devotees by
His games ; this is His modus operandi! So while
concluding the 10th Canto and its topic, His games
have been narrated.

This way, in order to uplift His devotees, He
gets their hearts involved in Him by playing His divine
games. His wives were likely to get attached to mundane
things (Samsaara), as they had romantic feelings. But
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He detached them. This is the outcome of total
involvement in Him (460-463).

Kaarikaa meaning: The morning bird Kurari and such
other 10 objects, on getting associated to Him, became
liberated from gunas (Gunaateeta). On entering the
hearts of the queens, they remove their doubts (464).

On His disappearance from His queens’ hearts,
they became unsettled and started doing activities for
sake of Him (465).

The theme of the 10th Canto is Nirodha (Total
involvement), so the Canto ends with it. The devotees
of future will also attain their Nirodha by reciting
these stories of His games (466).

Explanation:

What is the proof that the queens were liberated
from mundane matters (Samsaara)? The kaarikaa
answers that the Kurari bird etc. 10 objects, on getting
associated with our transcendental (Gunaateeta) Lord,
themselves became liberated from qualities (Gunaatee-
ta). On their entry into the hearts of the queens,
such thoughts were generated which prove that they
are no more attached to the mundane matters. No
doubt is left in this regard (464).

Though our Lord was sleeping nearby, the queens
thought that He has disappeared! They got unsettled
and wished for His company! This is how the love
is! If they would have been attached to the mundane
matters, they would have got busy in household chores
etc. But here the narration is that their all activities
are for sake of Him. They are in His love, thereby
attaining the entirety of involvement (465).

The Canto is concluded with the narration of
Nirodha (total involvement) as it is the theme of this
Canto. Those devotees of future, who will recite this
Canto, will also attain total involvement (466).
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SRISUBODHINTI’S Translation
- By Sri T.Ramanan
(courtesy Sri Satguru Publications, Delhi).

What is the proof for this statement made by
our Sri Mahaprabhuji: “‘the words of our Lord’s wives
are the proof and evidence (Pramaana) for this. This
is being told through the next verse.

Verse meaning: These wives of our Lord, who had
their intellect fully surrendered to our Lord Mukunda,
now always meditated and remembered our lotus-eyed
SriKrishna only. They now spoke words as though
they are fully intoxicated or have become gross
(Jada-lifeless). 1 am going to tell you their words.
Please listen to these (14).

SRISUBODHINI: These wives of our Lord, due to
the conferment of the bliss by our Lord, forgot totally
this universe and all their desires. Now they established
their intellect in our Lord SriMukunda, who is the
giver of liberation (Mokshadaata). They began to speak
about their attitude or Bhaava of their hearts. Will
it be that, like those of the knowers of Brahman,
their words also will be truthful? This is answered
through the words ‘intoxicated’ i.e. the words of these
ladies are unrelated - broken. Like an intoxicated person
gets the ingress of the Gandharva (a celestial being),
in the same way, these wives of our Lord also became
fully ingressed with our Lord SriKrishna. Hence, these
ladies were not worldly at all. Even among these,
these wives had become like inanimate and gross beings
(Jada). The reason for this is the imposition of
consciousness (Chaitanya) on inanimate persons
(Achetan). And due to this, these words were like
those of inanimate objects. The forgetting of this
universe is a quality of a gross object! Hence, due
to this forgetting of the universe, a person usually
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gets condemnation and criticism. The doubt on this
is removed by telling that not only these wives of
our Lord forgot totally about this universe, but along
with this, they constantly remembered and meditated
on our lotus-eyed Lord SriKrishna also! Hence, it
is proved that all their desires were totally fulfilled.
SriSukadeva said: ‘“Through this Leela (story), a person
attains Nirodha (pure and total Bhakti to our Lord) .
That is why, I am telling you all this. Hence, please
listen about this from me. You may get a doubt perhaps,
that these words were natural (unsophisticated). I want
to remove this doubt from your mind for this sake
only. This should be listened to always, as this is
supernatural ! (14).

Through the next 10 verses, the wives of our

Lord speak their words.
KAARIKAAS 1 to 5 Meaning: (1) The Kurari bird
(morning bird). (2) The Chakravaaka bird. (3) The
ocean. (4) The moon. (5) The wind from the Malaya
mountain. (6) The clouds. (7) The cuckoo. (8) The
place of the mountain where games are played. (9)
The rivers in the mountain and (10) the swan. These
wives of our Lord have described these 10 items/objects
with a view to show that the spiritual practice of
devotion to our Lord in the inner minds of His devotees
consists of 9 types with qualities (saguna) and the
10th type is Nirguna (beyond the qualities). It is
explained further, through these words, that in this
particular Leela, our Lord has not disappeared Himself,
like before (with the Gopis), but He had got disappeared
from their minds.

Through these words only, the ‘‘disappearance
through the words’” also has been told. Of course,
in reality, at the physical level, these wives were enjoying
the divine bliss of our Lord, by having His presence
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with them! Even then, these wives are expressing
their intense desire to enjoy the union with our Lord,
and the reason for this is their intense attachment
to our Lord. This is what is indicated.

What is the real purport then? These wives were
not attached to anything else, other than in our Lord
e.g. household work, sleep, etc. They wanted to avoid
these type of attachments (to other things), and arising
out of their separation from our Lord, they express
the qualities of their internal sorrow and suffering
(like wailing, etc.). They now imagine their sorrow,
and thinking all the objects of our Lord and also,
seeing the wailing outside (of the birds), they also
began to wail to express their sorrow, arising out
of the mental disappearance of our Lord, by singing
such words.

Verse Meaning: The queens said— Oh Kurari bird!
Why are you not sleeping at all? You are only crying
over your sorrow! Through which, our Lord’s Jnana
does not disappear at all. He, in fact, is sleeping
during the night, in this universe! Through your wailing,
you are putting obstructions to His sleep! Oh friend!
Has your inner mind also been hit, like our own,
through the generous smile and loving looks of our
lotus-eyed Lord ? (15).

SRISUBODHINI: When our Lord enacted His divine
Leela of sleep, after enacting His Leelas with His
wives, then, these wives of our Lord, the queens with
the Rajasa-Rajasik attitude got the view, that our
Lord’s sleep will be disturbed through this wailing.
These queens had very intense love for our Lord,
through which, they were all desirous, that our Lord
should sleep well. If the Lord were to wake up now
abruptly, then the Lord would, out of His compassion
for them, confer His divine bliss on them! But these
queens gave up their own desires for bliss by desiring
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only for the happiness of our Lord. This indeed is
the sign and nature of true love! Here the devotee
does not seek his/her own happiness, but is always
anxious that the Lord is made happy at all times!

With this desire in their mind, they stopped the
Kurari bird from wailing. They also realised, after
seeing the sorrow of this bird, that they should comfort
the bird and began to speak. ‘‘Oh Kurari bird!’’ These
queens had realised that his entire universe consisted
of females only. And our Lord is the only male in
the entire universe! In this way, they had the firm
realisation, that our Lord was the husband of everyone
else, in the same way as He was their husband (pati)!
i.e. our Lord is the one and only husband and master
of everyone! As there is no Purusha (male) apart
from Him.

Thus who-so-ever attains sorrow in this universe,
has attained this sorrow only due to their separation
from our Lord! All other sorrows (except that caused
by His separation) are indeed removed by our Lord
only! Now the queens thought ‘‘this Kurari bird also
is a female, and is very unhappy and anxious due
to her separation from our Lord. Our Lord had brought
this bird also, with a view to confer His divine bliss
and has hit her, with the arrows of His divine looks!
That is why this bird is wailing ; unable to suffer
our Lord’s separation!”’ Having determined like this,
these queens began to comfort her! ‘“‘Oh Kurari bird!
We have realised that you are wailing due to your
sorrow! This is not appropriate for you! Do not wail!
We have come to stop your wailing! Why are you
wailing like this? This is indeed a matter of great
sorrow, that this sort of wailing can never be removed!
As the cause for this wailing is sorrow, which always
rises like the unending pain! Hence, this pain of sorrow
will continue to rise at all times, and never can it
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be completely removed! This is the purport.” Like
we, the queens are not getting sleep and we are fully
awake, you too, because you are unable to get sleep,
are awake now! At least, the ladies who do not get
sleep, do lay down on the cot or on the ground.
But you do not even lay down at all!

KAARIKAA 6 Meaning: When an intense anxiety takes
possession of a person, then the three elements of
the body (bile, phlegm and gas) get disturbed (becoming
unbalanced more or less) and one’s sleep is disturbed,
due to fear and other special disturbances.

Our Lord is unattainable (very difficult to be

worshipped) ! How can He ever come under the control
of anyone? This is the highest anxiety. Due to this
anxiety, there is no sleep at all!
KAARIKAA 7 Meaning: When the entire bodily parts
are affected by pain or there is great sorrow in one’s
mind (i.e. there is no peace in the mind) then a
human being becomes incapable of staying at a particular
place steadily.

Sorrow arises out of separation. Both sleep and
lack of sleep are our qualities. ‘‘Please tell about
this sorrow to our Lord!” if the Kurari bird were
to answer back like this, these queens, even in the
first instance, tell the bird ‘“‘our Lord is sleeping.”
If they are told that our Lord, being the Para Brahman
(the highest truth, as the Lord of the universe), usually
does not sleep, on this, it is answered that this sleeping
is required when He lies down and hence, we should
not deny Him His sleep.

Here the word ‘nights’ has been used i.e. one
should certainly sleep during the nights. Through the
use of the word ‘in the universe’ (Jagati), it has
been told that our Lord only sleeps in this entire
universe at all places, and no one else, other than
our Lord is the real enjoyer of the happiness of good
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sleep! (As the Lord only exists in this universe after
having become the all). In other words, our Lord
is sleeping only, with a view to confer the highest
bliss & happiness to each and every being in this
universe i.e. for the sake of this universe only He
envelops this universe with His sleep!

This sleep is accepted by our Lord, for the sake
of the happiness of the people! ‘“Will this sleep infatuate
the Lord Himself ?”’ Answering this, the queens say
“not at all! As our Lord’s Jnana never gets disappeared!
Even in His sleep, His Jnana remains as it is!

If they are asked again as to ‘‘why you are not
conveying my sorrow to the Lord ? °’ They say, answering
this that, our Lord is Eeshwara i.e. the Lord of the
universe. When the Lord of the universe is sleeping,
enacting this as a Leela, then also we will not be
able to say anything to Him. Hence, you also participate
with us in singing and telling about the loving stories
and Leelas of our Lord and end your sorrow! Hence
they say ‘“Like us (Vayamiva), like we all have got
together and are destroying our sorrow by mutually
singing and telling about the loving Leelas and stories
of our Lord, you also do the same.” ‘Oh friend’
this addressal has been done to indicate that like
the sorrow which we are undergoing, the same is
your state also! Hence, we both have equal status
with sorrow, and due to this we are friends of each
other.

the word ‘kaschit’ (=is it?) has been made in
a questioning way, albeit in a very tender way! The
words ‘intensely injured mind’ have been used to indicate
the big cause behind this sorrow! As sorrow happens
only due to the attachment with love to our Lord
and due to His separation.

The weapon of the God Kaama is flowers. Our
Lord’s lotus-like eyes are also like the flowers. Now
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a doubt arises: when the Lord’s eyes are shut, it
is construed that the flowers are not yet fully blossomed.
Then how come these flowers, which have not yet
opened up, hit anyone? Answering this, it is said
that our Lord’s lotus-like eyes are filled up with laughter,
and due to this, they are always open!

Till the heart is hit, a person does not feel the

pain. On this it is said, in this verse ‘through His
looks’ (Eekshanena). ‘““The Lord has hit and injured
our hearts with His looks’. Oh Lord! Your looks are
comparable to sharp arrows. Even though you are
like this, your heart is full of love and compassion
for us! Hence, you will not kill us out of your compassion.
They raise the question and give the answer also
by telling ‘“You, oh Lord, are generous and noble
(Udaara). Your looks are full of compassion. Whereas
it is we, who give pain to you! Your looks are full
of your Leelas i.e. deeply attached to the playing
of games (Kreeda). Your looks, oh Lord, do not give
any credence to the happiness of anyone, and through
this attitude, you have injured us in a very cruel
way.
Kaarikaas 8 & 9 Meaning: The power of knowledge
(jnana), the power of action (kriya), Bhaktiyoga (the
path of devotion), our Lord’s power of illusion (Maya)
which is always eager for the welfare of the noble
and saintly persons, and time (Kaala) coupled with
welfare and prosperity —when this 5 factors are
entrenched in the mind and hearts of a devotee, firmly
attached and being belonging to our Lord ShriHari
(i.e. all these are fully devoted and consecrated to
our Lord), this devotee is spoken of as as one full
of bliss among all the devotees.

In this way, her sorrow has also been accepted
as the same as the queens of our Lord (15).
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Then the other Rajasa-Satwik queens, who in the
same way, had stopped the Kurari bird from wailing,
now began to put efforts to stop the Chakravaaka
bird also. This is being described through the next
verse.

Verse meaning: Oh Chakravaaka bird ! Have you opened
your eyes, because you have not been able to see
your beloved in the night! It is indeed very sorrowful
that you are wailing and weeping in this way! On
hearing your weeping, we have got the rise of compassion
in our hearts. Alternatively are you also, like us, being
a servant, eager to adore your hairdo with the garland
touched by the lotus feet of our Lord ? (16).
SRISUBODHINI: The queens of our Lord had thought
that for the pupose of their games, two Chakravaaka
(male) birds were kept and a female Chakravaaka
bird had come to see them! The queens were eager
to remove the sorrow of this bird and hence, they
describe her sorrow. They say ‘“‘when you do not
get sleep, at least, you could sit by closing your eyes.
But you do not do even this! Why? The night is
reserved for sleeping only. Usually everyone closes
their eyes even if sleep does not come. A person
or being, when they are healty only (or happy) are
able to sleep well. We realise that you are not
anxiety-free, as you are searching for your husband.
Hence, you are sitting with open eyes. Due to this
only, you are also making a very big sound i.e. weeping!
Your wailing is such that anyone will get compassion
in their hearts. It is indeed very sorrowful.

At this time, another Chakravaaka bird came there,
and the queens realised that after all, her husband
was here only all the time! Why then, is the female
bird weeping continuously ? Answering this, the queens
say that this female bird is not an ordinary one,
who is abandoned by her husband, but she is a devotee



73

of our Lord and she is a Daasi (maid) of our Lord!
like all of us are our Lord’s servants, and we are
eager to attain the result of our Seva (service) done
to the Lord, for the entire day, in the same way,
this bird also is eager to attain the result of doing
Seva! She is eager to get an object from our Lord,
which would be treated by her as Prasaad. She is
eager to get the garland of our Lord, which has been
touched by our Lord’s holy feet! Or the garland,
which has been offered to the lotus feet of our Lord.
She desires that the Lord should gift her this garland
out of His loving compassion! The bird feels that
she will deem that her service has been accepted by
the Lord only when she is given this garland by the
Lord Himself! The bird then would adorn her hairdo
with this holy garland and will feel totally fulfilled.
The queens say ‘‘“The bird has not yet got this garland.
Hence she is sorrowful and weeping to get this gift
from the Lord! Do you also are eager like us, to
place the garland, worn, touched or offered to our
Lord, on your hairdo? We, the ladies usually have
to make our hairdo. Do you also want to follow us
in this way ? "’ (16).

Through the next verse, the queens of the
Rajasa-Tamasik nature, on listening to the noise made
by the ocean, make it also understand, like before.
Verse meaning: Hey ocean! You are also bereft of
any sleep! Why are you awake like this and making
noise continuously ? Alternatively have you also, like
us, attained a very sorrowful state? Like our Lord
has taken away everything from us (the body, senses,
vital gas Praana and inner mind), has Lord Mukunda
taken away everything from you too ? (17).
SRISUBODHINI: The addressal of ‘Hey Hey’ (Bho
Bho) twice is to confirm that whatever they are now
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going to tell should be listened to (able to hear) by
the ocean. ““You are roaring with a big noise always.
from this, we can realise that you too are not sleeping
in the night. The reason for this keeping awake is
that you are of the form of water, and the person
who is wet is always affected by cold, and due to
this, sleep eludes such a person! He has to remain
awake all the time. Moreover, where there is water,
our Lord will not find it proper for Him to enact
His divine Leelas with Goddess Lakshmi. Hence, inside
this sea, even God Indra does not enjoy with His
wife Indraani! Due to this, due to the cause for
sleep being absent, one has to remain awake only!
(NOTES: On the left eye, God Indra is supposed
to be there, and on the right eye is His consort (His
wife). They are supposed to come together in the
night, and due to their presence only, one is supposed
to get sleep every night! As Indra and Indraani do
not visit this ocean at all, it dose not get sleep either!
- LEKH).

Why does this ocean roar like this? on this, it
is said that it is due to the fact that the Lord used
to sleep on the Aadishesh serpent in this ocean, and
now Lord Mukunda has left that place and has come
over to Dwarka, and He is sleeping soundly here!
In this way, the Lord has got disappeared from our
hearts also! Like our Lord has taken away the body,
senses, vital gas Praana and the inner minds of the
queens, in the same way, our Lord, who is the giver
of liberation, has taken away everything of the ocean
also! Due to this, the ocean has lost its world and
life, and due to the disappearance of our Lord Mukunda,
even liberation is not possible. ‘‘Like we are all bereft
of both of these, you are also in the same sorrowful
state like all of us”’.

In this way, after describing its sorrow, they began
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to say — ‘‘when you remain with five persons, then
one gets over one’s sorrow’’ as per this rule — “‘we
have all come together and have tried to overcome
our sorrow. You also do like this!”” They now say
another way for the removal of sorrow of the ocean
“This sorrow is not crossable at all and hence, there
is no other way to remove this sorrow. Hence, do
not give any attention to this sorrow at all —this

is the only way.”” (17).

The queens, who were of the attitude of
Tamasi-Tamasi, were seen giving curses to the factor
of Kaala (time), by telling ‘“You have put obstruction
in our attaining bliss with our Lord!”” They were
thus telling in their own mind, that if the night gets
over then their sorrow also will get ended. Determined
like this, they were looking at the moon as to when
it will set! The moon, they felt, was going away
very slowly, as they did not know about the way
of the stars! They thought, as though the moon was
not moving at all! In this way, thinking like this
in their mind, due to their intense love for our Lord,
they become as if they had gone blind, and they
saw everything as being enveloped by pitch darkness.
This is being described through the next verse.

Verse meaning: Oh moon! Have you become declined
and weak due to the attack of the famous desease
of consumption tuberculosis? Due to this, you are
not able to remove the darkness through your rays?
Alternatively, we are still under the impression that
your voice has also become silent, after forgetting
the secret words heard by you from our Lord, like
our own (like we have become silent)! (18).

SRISUBODHINI: The word ‘Yakshma’ means the disease
of consumption (tuberculosis). ““This disease has come
to you, oh moon, due to the curse made by Daksha!”’
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Perhaps you are unable to walk due to this disease!
This is indeed appropriate. But it is very surprising
that you are not destroying this darkness through your
rays! On this, our own experience is the evidence.
In this way, the queens of our Lord explained the
blemish of the moon. They however felt that all these
blemish were not natural to the moon! But they now
pin down on the two blemishes of the moon viz.
(1) The moon is not going away fast (2) The moon
is not removing the darkness through its rays. Now
they are thinking as to the reason and cause for
these two defects of the moon! ‘“‘Lord Mukund had
told you so many instructions for the sake of attaining
Moksha (liberation). You have forgotten all of them,
although they are very rare! But later, you got remorse
on forgetting these instructions of our Lord, and felt
great sorrow also. You became very anxious, due to
which your voice has got choked and become silent!
No word is coming out of your mouth either!”’

The word ‘Go’ is used to mean words (voice)
and also rays. Hence, the words of the moon are
the rays, and the rays being the senses (indriyas)
of the moon, can also be thought of as its feet!
“Due to this choking of your words, you are unable
to speak out. Your feet also have got stopped (i.e.
the rays). Due to all this, you are unable to walk
fast, and also not able to remove, through your rays,
this darkness. The addressal of ‘Bho’ is made by
way of asking a question. “Whatever we are now
telling, are they the truth or otherwise ?’’ If the moon
were to ask them as to how they were aware of
this, the queens reply that we are getting this sort
of impression on seeing the way your are shining!
(18).
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The Tamasik-Rajasi queens, due to their love for
our Lord, through the next verse, are cursing the
wind from the Malaya mountain.

Verse meaning: Hey, wind from the Malaya mountain!
What wrong have we done to you? Due to which,
you are inspiring desire in our hearts, which have
got separated from the gracious looks of our Lord
SriKrishna (i.e. deprived us of our Lord’s grace) (19).

SRISUBODHINI: ““Oh wind from the Malaya mountain !
What wrong have we done to you?!”” The thing,
which this wind does not like, is giving heat to its
cool breeze. ““‘we have not done this either. But when
we were with our Lord SriKrishna, we have in fact,
made you very cool, through the sandal paste and
other cooling substances used by us. In this way,
we have rendered help to you. Why do you do wrong
things to us then?” If the Malaya wind were to
ask a question as to what has it done as an offence
to the queens? To this, the queens reply ‘“You are
inspiring desires in our hearts, which are already hurt
without the gracious looks of our Lord SriKrishna
and due to our remembrance of the same! Like putting
fire into a hole of a tree! This will burn up the
entire tree, even if the tree is green and wet! “This
is the state to which you are leading us to”’. The
queens, by referring to our Lord’s holy name ‘Govinda’,
now remembered the Leelas of our Lord enacted by
Him at Vraja! Through this, these queens realised
that our Lord SriKrishna has gone away to Gokulam,
after disappearing from their hearts! when this thought
got originated in them, they all got great sorrow.
This is what is indicated. ““We have now all become
very much sorrowful (heated up and not cold like
before) and this will certainly upset you. But as your
wind is blowing after coming into contact or affected
with the serpents and other animals/objects situated
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in the mountain, what offence can we afford to do
to you? In fact no one can offend you at all”’. This
is indicated (19).

The queens who were of Tamasik-Satviki nature,
saw the clouds of the same colour of our Lord. They
also saw that the clouds were hiding the moon, through
which they felt, for a split second, the joy of coolness!
Hence, they began to praise the clouds. Later, they
imposed their own qualities on it, thinking about their
own sorrow and unhappiness. They, then negate this
sorrow by comparing themselves as equal with the
sorrow of the clouds. This is being described through
the next verse.

Verse meaning: Oh noble and brilliant cloud! You
are indeed the beloved of the king of the Yadus
(our Lord Srikrishna). Bound with love, you also, like
us, are always remembering our beloved Lord, adorned
with the Srivatsa symbol. In your heart, there is an
intense yearning for our Lord, which has enveloped
your entire self! Through this, you are remembering
our Lord again and again, and shower copious tears
at all times. Due to this, your heart also has become
the recipient of condemnation, as you have not fulfilled
all your worldly tasks! It is a grave mistake to keep
friendship with Him (our Lord), as it always gives
only sorrow! (20).

SRISUBODHINI: The queens of our Lord have called
the clouds as ‘Sreeman’ (endowed with Shree = Goddess
Lakshmi). But here, the meaning is to indicate its
brilliance. caused by the lightening etc. which occur
in the clouds! These queens are now respecting and
honouring the clouds. ‘“You are the beloved of our
Lord SriKrishna, as your colour matches the black
colour of our Lord. your clothes are also yellow, like
the Peetaambara dress of our Lord. You also provide
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life and livelihood to all the Beings and remove their
sorrow and heat! Due to these reasons, you are the
beloved of our Lord. If the clouds were to reply “If
what you say is true, then I am very happy, and
I will make all of you also happy”’. On this, the
queens say ‘‘You are also not happy at all! As you
are also thinking only about our Lord with His Srivatsa
symbol, like all of us. You are also deprived of His
glance (Darsan), as, at this time, the Lord is sleeping!
Only a friend can understand the real attitude of
his friend ! Only on getting our Lord’s glance or meeting
with Him, we can attain bliss. but our Lord is sleeping
comfortably and at great peace!’’ Hence, after seeing
the comfortable sleep of the Lord, our Lord’s friend
viz. the cloud become happy and never does he become
sorrowful. If a doubt like this arises in their minds,
then the queens say that our Lord is having the symbol
of Srivatsam! The brahmins usually insult this symbol
and the cloud become unhappy due to this. Like Goddess
Lakshmi resides in this Srivatsam symbol always. But
Goddess Lakshmi is now with our Lord. As our Lord
is now with Goddess Lakshmi, He does not remember
us at all! Due to this, we are unhappy. Like these
brahmins insult our Lord by kicking at the Srivatsa
symbol (Bhrigu’s insult to our Lord) and in this way,
insults Goddess Lakshmi also, and the cloud become
unhappy with this anxiety. In this way, this one symbol
of Srivatsam is the cause of sorrow for both! Due
to this, it is said that ‘Like all of us’ (vayam iva),
you should also forget this sorrow. On this, the reply
comes that ‘‘tied with the bonds of love” (Premaba-
ddhah) i.e. the Lord has been tied in their hearts
with the chords of love! Hence, it is impossible to
forget our Lord! If the cloud was to say ‘I am happy.
What sort of sorrow have you all seen in me?”
On this, the queens reply ‘“We are able to see the
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5 types of sorrow in you. (1) The intense desire
to get the glance (Darsan) of our Lord. This is the
first mental sorrow. (2) Your heart, due to your roaring
sound, is being condemned in this world. This is the
second sorrow. Hence, please stop your thundering
sounds. (3) Due to this, you also have become, like
us, without any brilliance and direction (Gati). We
should remember here, that the queens of our Lord
were telling all these words, after seeing the cloud
in the sky. (4) On the sorrow behind all these sorrows,
the queens opine that due to all this, you pour and
shower your tears, by stopping yourself at regular
intervals. (5) You attain great sorrow by remembering
again and again our beloved Lord! By this constant
and repeated rememberance, you get sorrow and you
stop intermittently and shower your tears!

If the cloud was to say ‘“What sort of offence
have 1 committed to undergo this sorrow? Why am
I having this sorrow ?’’ The queens say ‘‘The Lord’s
discussion itself gives great sorrow! Let alone getting
related to Him in any way, as this will confer greater
sorrow! If this was not a fact, why then we, the
queens of our Lord, are undergoing so much sorrow ?
What offence have we committed to deserve this?
We have not seen anyone in this universe who has
attained bliss even for a second, after getting related
to our Lord! One can easily realise this only after
establishing one’s relationship with our Lord! He, who
has not experienced this, for him, this blemish is
not a preventing factor, as he will continue to love
and try to establish some relationship with our Lord.
i.e. he who is a novice, and who does not experience
this (or know this) only will try to love our Lord!
(20).

Now is the turn of the queens of the Satwiki-Satwiki
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as per the next verse.

Verse meaning: Oh sweet throated cuckoo! Your voice
is like that of our beloved! You are speaking those
words, through your life-giving words which are the
words of our beloved! Hence, what should we do
to please you ? Please let us know! (21).
SRISUBODHINI: On hearing the sound of cooing of
the cuckoos, they realised that it is our Lord who
is calling us. Due to this, for a split second, they
experienced the highest bliss. Later they realised that
this bliss has been experienced by them through the
words of these cuckoos. Hence, they are praising the
cuckoos!

“Oh cuckoos! Your voice is just like the sound
of our beloved Lord! As your sound is related to
our Lord, hence there is no blemish on our part
to have a dialogue with you.” ‘“How did you all realise
that this sound is not of our Lord, but that of cuckoo
only?”’ Answering this, the queens say ‘“We have
understood this sound as that of the cuckoo only,
as there was no meaning on this sound! But the
sound of the cuckoos make them remember the words
spoken by our Lord! Due to this similar nature, the
sound of the cuckoos is indicative of our Lord’s words!”’
If they are asked as to where these words are useful ?
On this, the queens say that the use of these words
has happened in our lives! If we were not to listen
to these words even for a second, we would all die!
Hence, the words of these cuckoos are capable of
making dead perosns alive! Due to this noble and
life-giving nature of your words only, you have become
identifiable to us! How can we welcome you properly
and honour you for the noble word and benefit you
have conferred on us? If this welcome and honour
are considered only as reciprocal for the benefit
conferred on us, then the words of the cuckoo will
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be considered only as a benefit conferred only with
an expectation of a return benefit! Hence, one of
the queens say ‘‘Please tell me alone, and for this
I will give you milk-rice’’. The purport of this telling
is that ““You always utter these types of sounds often
and on.” With this view in mind, they have addressed
the cuckoo as one of sweet throat and great beauty.
The cuckoo now tried to make her sound, but was
not able to do so. Hence, with a view to make her
utter the sound, this addressal has been made to the
cuckoo! “You are the most important one to utter
our Lord’s words.”” Hence, the queens have called
the cuckoo as ‘Kokila’ as the second addressal! (21).

The Satwika-Rajasi queens began to speak as per
the next verse.
Verse meaning: On noble minded mountain! You never
move nor speak anything! From this, we realise that
you are always thinking about a great and noble subject!
Like all of us, do you also want to place the holy
feet of our Lord on your bosom ?’’ (22).
SRISUBODHINI: This mountain also is possessiing the
lotus feet of our Lord! From this, we can realise
that this mountain is a devotee chanting the holy
names of our Lord. The queens are asking the mountain
as to why it is not chanting the holy names of our
Lord? They say ‘“Oh noble and generous mountain!”’
Through this, they indicate that due to its generous
noble intellect only, the mountain is silent and not
doing the chanting of our Lord’s holy names! And
its intellect is thinking and asking the question as
to what is the real benefit in chanting the holy names
of our Lord? Just by taking refuge and surrendering
to our Lord only, a Jeeva gets totally fufilled in his
life! Hence, the mountain thought that it should do
such an action through which this entire universe will
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get accomplished and hence, the mountain resorted
to the basis of all good intellect viz. being of a noble
and generous intellect!

The queens say further ‘““Due to this, you are
silently contemplating on a very big subject, and arising
out of this, both your body and mind are fixed and
motionless! You do not move at all and neither do
you speak!” The queens are giving the reason for
this noble intellect of the mountain by saying ‘‘You
are situated on this earth and are possessing the holy
feet of our Lord on yourself. Due to this, you have
been blessed with limitless noble intellect!”’

What is this big subject, which the queens say
now, that the mountain was contemplating? After
determining the same, they say that ‘“‘only our Lord’s
holy feet are such, contemplating which, a devotee
gets the capacity to liberate this entire universe! ‘“‘Hence,
you are always desirous of contemplating the holy
feet of our Lord.” If the mountain asks a question
as to how these queens got this knowledge? - as
ordinary persons can never hope to understand this
meaning — Answering this, the queens say that ‘“We
also have the same desire such as your’s. We are
eager that our Lord places His holy feet on our bosom!
This desire of all of us will get fulfilled only when
our Lord sleeps and we massage His holy feet! You
will attain this blessing when our Lord roams in your
place.”” Every part of the mountain is regarded as
its bosom. By the establishment of our Lord’s holy
feet and due to the rise of the satwika attitude, a
beautiful tenderness gets originated, and the Lord is
known to put the insignia of His holy feet on such
places and devotees e.g. like in Gaya - Vishnupaada
temple! This is so much great due to the gracious
love of our Lord! (22).
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Through the next verse, the queens of the
Satwika-Tamasi nature are giving their views.
Verse meaning: Oh rivers! You are the wives of the
ocean! Like us, having got deprived of the gracious
.and compassionate Darsan of our Lord, have become
very weak, as our hearts have been robbed by our
Lord, in the same way, are you also, having been
deprived of showering of rains, from the waters of
the ocean through the clouds, have now become weak,
dry and bereft of the brilliance of lotus flowers?
(23).
SRISUBODHINI: The rivers who have got originated
from the playful mountains are now in their harem
when it rained, and these rivers had copious and
deep waters. Through the hot summer season, very
slowly these rivers have become dry. By speaking like
this, the queens speak about their own leanness
(weakness). They express their regrets and sorrow and
say that “‘if this weakness continues for some more
time, then we may even lose our bodies (die).”” They
are now comparing themselves to these rivers, though
the rivers are not equipped at all, in any way, with
any qualities or connection with our Lord! These rivers
are the wives of the ocean ; the treasure house of
water! These rivers have now become weak (dry)
and in the same way, ‘“‘we also, who are the queens
of the Lord of the crores of these universes, who
is the form of eternal bliss, have also become very
sorrowful.”” With a view to describe this, they speak
about the fate of these rivers. Even if the body becomes
weak and there is no anxiety in the mind, there will
not be any effect on the face! But this is not the
case here. They now say that ‘‘there is no brilliance
of the lotus flowers also in these rivers!”’ Where
from this sorrow of the inner mind and the difficulty
for the body (of the rivers) have arisen? What is
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its cause ? They now think of this cause by themselves
and say ‘‘This sorrow has happened to us due to
us, being deprived of the loving looks and Darsan
of our beloved husband, the Lord of the Yadu clan,
SriKrishna. In this way, our being deprived of His
company has made our minds full of sorrow! We
have all become lean and weak in our bodies, as
we are all deprived of His blissful looks!”’

Though the ocean is the husband of these rivers,
these rivers do not regard the ocean as their beloved
at all! But our Lord, being the husband of everyone,
is the beloved husband of everyone. The word ‘Bhartaa’
is used to indicate that it is our Lord, who protects
and rules this entire universe, in a total way! ‘Like
all of us, have got deprived of the loving Darsan
of our Lord, we have become weak and lean due
to this!”> They now say further ‘‘seeing Him is the
outside bliss but His love is our inside bliss! We
have now lost both and due to this, we have become
weak and lean both inside and outside.”” If the queens
are asked a question as to why they are not opting
to serve another to become happy and healthy, instead
of waiting for our Lord SriKrishna only? Like, even
if sweets are not available, a hungry person eats whatever
is available! To this, these queens reply ‘“‘Our Lord
has already taken away (robbed) our hearts (which
is the one to be made healthy and strong)! How
can we now accept anyone and with what instrument
(as our heart is already with our Lord SriKrishna) ?!
Due to this, we can never desire or hope to become
happy or healthy with anyone else.”” This is the purport
(23).

In this way, contemplating, the queens who were
beyond the qualities (Gunaateeta) had gone away very
far. Later they see, near the river banks of the harem,
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the swans, and speak as per the next verse.

Verse meaning: On seeing the swan, which had come
there accidently, imagining that the swan is a messenger,
these queens began to say ‘“‘Oh swan! It is good
that you have come! Come, sit and have a milk to
drink! Please tell us about our Lord! Please do not
tell us that you do not know anything about our
Lord at all! We are fully aware that you are the
messenger of our Lord! A messenger knows everything
about his master! Is our Lord happy and cheerful ?
The Lord, who loves only for some time, whose mind
is always wavering, has told us something before He
went away from us? Is He remembering, what all
He told us, at least for some time? Oh swan! who
speaks so sweetly! If the Lord is not remebering us,
why then, we have to be devoted to Him and serve
Him also? If He ever remembers us, then please
go and bring Him to us! But take care to bring
Him alone to us! If it is told that Goddess Lakshmi
is the beloved servant of our Lord, and the Lord
will not come leaving Her! Is She not also of the
same nature (or lower) to all other ladies ? All women
(of our Lord) are always eager to do worship and
service to Him! (24).

SRISUBODHINI: The queens had pure and noble
intellects and character and never will they see any
blemish in our Lord. They always nurtured the view
that OUR LORD ALWAYS DOES HIS BEST TO HIS
DEVOTEES! HE NEVER DOES ANYTHING INJU-
RIOUS OR NONBENEFICIAL TO HIS DEVOTEES!
The word ‘Maatra’ (only) is used in this verse with
the purport that OUR LORD NEVER DOES ANYTHING
ELSE OTHER THAN DOING GOOD TO HIS
DEVOTEES! A DEVOTEE’S REAL BENEFIT OCCURS
ONLY WHEN HE GETS RELATED TO OUR LORD!
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THIS RELATIONSHIP CAN NEVER OCCUR WI-
THOUT GIVING UP THE EGO OF THE EGOISTIC
PERSONS 1LE. IT DOES NOT HAPPEN AUTOMATICA-
LLY! Hence our Lord has sent this swan for the
purpose of removing their ego. This swan is having
the discriminating faculty between the truth and
non-truth. Hence, ‘‘this swan will certainly take us,
who have gone beyond the three gunas (Gunaateeta),
to our Lord!”’ Having determined like this, in their
mind, they are addressing the swan. Later they tell
“please be seated.”” The purport of this is that “we
will not be gulled by your saying so easily. Hence,
please sit,- and tell us what you have got to say,
after much thought! If the swan were to say ‘‘After
all I am a bird! I am hungry as always and please
provide me with food in the first instance.” On this,
the queens say ‘‘if out of hunger you are unable
to sit, then we will make arrangements for your food.
Please sit comfortably and drink this milk.”” The purport
of making this swan drink milk is to express their
idea that the swan will take them to the Lord quickly!
If the swan were to say ‘““‘what will 1 do after staying
here ?”’ On this, the queens reply ‘“‘Oh friend! Please
tell us the story of our beloved Lord. By giving the
name of our Lord’s father ‘Sauri’, the queens asked
the swan to speak about the valorous stories of our
Lord! They were always eager to listen to the Leelas
of our Lord, as everyone else also is always eager
to listen to our Lord’s Leelas! ‘“‘Please do not tell
us that you don’t know about our Lord’s stories!
We have realised that you are our Lord’s messenger!
Usually, a messenger is fully aware of our Lord’s
activities.”” The word ‘Nu’ (is it not) has been used
as a counter-argument! Even in the olden times, swans
were used as messengers, and you have come here
only as our Lord’s messenger. There is no purpose
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to be served by coming over here except for the
sake of our Lord! As we are certain, that you are
indeed the messenger of our Lord, you should now
tell us about the Lord’s stories (Leelas). If the swan
were to ask as to which story he should tell and
no one tells, unless asked for? On this, the queens
say ‘‘Is our unconquerable Lord in proper welfare ?”’
If the swan were to say ‘If the Lord is unconquerable
then He will be always well and happy ; why then
is this question asked ?’’ To this, the queens say that,
is the Lord disturbed and tired after killing all the
enemies ? That is why, we have this question about
His welfare! Is He keeping His purity? It is said
that ‘A lady who has got up from her sleep is always
pure but not the male”’. Through these words, the
queens asked the question as to whether the Lord
had got attached to any of the queens? If He is
not pure, then there is no benefit for us to go over
there!

Due to our Lord’s unconquerable (Ajit) nature,
He can never be defeated. Due to this lurking doubt
only, we have asked this question. Is He in full welfare
and happiness ?

Now the queens ask the next question: Is the
Lord remembering the words told by Him to us viz.
“lI do not see anyone more loving than all of you,
at any other home”’ ! Or has He forgotten these words ?
The queens answer this by telling that the Lord loves
only for a little time! In fact no one remembers
anyone for all time! If there is committed friendship,
then only there will be remembrance. Our Lord’s
friendship also is temporary and for some little time
only!

If the swan were to say ‘““Not at all. He is
remembering all of you and hence, come with me
to see the Lord!” Answering this, the queens say
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that what is the use of serving that person, who
keeps His friendship only for a little time! We even
doubt about His friendship! Hence, how can we be
devoted to Him, when He is absent in this way. Moreover,
there are others, who are very near to Hin and hence,
He has forgotten us fully!

If the swan were to say ‘“‘Not at all. You are
all well-known to our Lord! You should all give up
your anger, and come with me to see our Lord!”
For this, the queens reply ‘‘You always speak only
sweet words, and only your words are sweet!”’ (nothing
else is the purport).

“Oh speaker of sweet words’’ —this addressal
made to the swan, also shows the sweetness of speech!
Some others interpret the meaning of these words
as ‘“‘you petty’’ (kshoudra) one! This sort of addressal
is condemnatory in nature.

They now say to the swan “‘Our Lord fulfills
all our desires. Please sing His praise. You indeed
can sing, in your very sweet voice, the stories of
the giver of all benefits viz. our Lord! Please sing
His praise in a sweet voice. But do not sing the
praise of Goddess Lakshmi’’! If the swan were to
say that Goddess Lakshmi is a great devotee, and
She is fully devoted to our Lord only, and what is
wrong in singing Her praise also ? To this, the queens
reply “Is Goddess Lakshmi only devoted to our Lord?
All the wives of our Lord are, in the same way,
determined to serve our Lord totally! These ladies
have been described as those, who have already attained
Nirodha (pure and total devotion to our Lord)! (24).

In this way, our Lord enacted His divine Leelas
(games) with His wives, and He removed their
attachments (Samsaara) through this. Due to all this,
later, they all got a pure loving attitude to our Lord
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only (Shuddha Bhagawadbhaava). Hence, through the
following verse, the result of this Leela is being described.
Verse meaning: These wives of our Lord Madhava
attained the highest status (Gati) due to their loving
devotion to our Lord SriKrishna, who is the Lord
of all the master of all Yogis (Yogeswareswara) (25).
SRISUBODHINI: This sort of love for our Lord is
always beyond this world (Lokaateeta) in every way!
In fact our Lord only had blessed them with this
sort of delusion. This attitude enabled them to attain
liberation due to the Prameya nature (our Lord being
the final goal beloved) of our Lord. With a view
to re-emphasise this, in this verse, the most holy words
for our Lord have been used viz. ‘Krishne Yogeswareswa-
re’ i.e. These queens had established their pure love
on our Lord SriKrishna, who is the Lord of all the
masters of yogis! Though the path of Yoga also leads
a person to spiritual results, these results are given
only by our Lord’s grace. (i.e. Yoga by itself cannot
confer the results independently). The giver of this
grace is our Lord SriKrishna only. As our Lord
SriKrishna is their husband, what is the difficulty
for them to attain the highest bliss? Even God Siva
is also hailed as the Lord of the Yogis (Yogeswara).
But our Lord is the controller of God Siva also!
It is of course true that Yoga is a great spiritual
practice, among various spiritual practices. The word
Yoga of Devotion (Bhaktiyoga) also emphasises this
aspect of Yoga.

The word ‘madhavyah’ is used to indicate the
wives of our Lord Madhava. The words ‘Paramaa
Gati’ indicates the meaning of attaining our Lord
(bhagwadpraapti). Though these wives were not related
to our Lord through pure love and devotion, they
attained our Lord at this same moment. It is necessary
to speak about this exalted result as per the order
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(Niyama) and rules (Vidhi) of the scriptures. Otherwise
the reference to these wives as belonging to our Lord
Madhava will indicate the opposite meanings! (25).
(NOTES: (1) Due to their relationship being seen
with our Lord, they are bound to attain the result
(of Parama Gati). Through the words ‘attained-got’
(Lebhire), it is indicated that these ladies got only
the Darsan of our Lord, and no loving relationship
had occured! But these ladies also attained the highest
bliss i.e. attaining our Lord! The reason for this is
that though they were in a state in which they had
no deep relationship with our Lord, they attained a
deep relationship with our Lord in their hearts, due
to their pure attitude to our Lord! Hence, there was
no doubt at all for their attaining the highest spiritual
status.
(2) The word ‘Madhavyah’ denotes that these ladies
were the wives of our Lord Madhava. The femaleness
pertains to one’s body only. This indicates that only
their bodies had attained our Lord and not the senses,
vital gas (Praana), the inner mind and the soul (Jeeva).
By interpreting in this way, the non-attainment to
our Lord of everything else in their selves except
their bodies comes in the way of calling them ‘Madhavi’
(belonging to our Lord Madhava). But here a clear
reference has been made, that through a wonderful
way, these ladies had attained our Lord. With a view
to remove the opposition to this interpretation, the
word ‘Aatmaanam’ has been used, which indicates
that their entire Aatma attained our Lord, with their
bodies, mind, senses, etc. (i.e. totally). In this way,
our Lord accepts as His own only the Jeeva in its
entirety and not in parts. Hence, this femaleness is
not pertaining only to their bodies but to their entire
self. —LEKH.)
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How come these ladies, with their entire self, entered
into our Lord, though they were attached to this world
(Sansaara) and externally oriented, and that too through
the worldly ways only ? This doubt is removed through
the next verse (i.e. How the worldly ways also enabled
them to attain our Lord!).

Verse meaning: The minds of these queens, who did
the singing of our Lord’s qualities in many ways and
listened to the glory of our Lord, were also forcibly
abducted by our Lord! What is there to wonder then,
that the Lord should abduct the minds of those who
get His Darsan? Is there anything to be surprised
at? (26).

SRISUBODHINI: Our Lord SriKrishna’s incarnation has
happened for the sake of conferring bliss on women.
this has been told earlier also. As our Lord has taken
this incarnation for their sake only, it is necessary
that He should do their tasks, and for this sake only,
relationship with our Lord was required. Just listening
to our Lord’s glory and Leelas (Sravanam) is the
way to establish a simple relationship! This is why,
this is referred to here. The word ‘Maatra’ (only)
has been used to indicate that these ladies did not
require to do any other spiritual practice like
contemplation etc. HERE THE GRACE OF OUR LORD
AS PRAMEYA (BELOVED LORD, WHO OUT OF
LOVE FOR HIS DEVOTEE, BLESSES THE DEVOTEE
WITH HIS POWER OF GRACE) ONLY IS IMPO-
RTANT! Our Lord therefore forcibly and by Himself
lifted their minds and got them established in Himself !
Here, the special nature of those, who sing the glories
of our Lord (Keertanam) is referred to. THOSE WHO
HAVE SUNG THE GLORY OF OUR LORD ALWAYS
i.e. many have sung the glory of our Lord (the word
‘Urugaaya’ denotes it). Our Lord lifted and abducted
the minds of these persons also forcibly!
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These ladies were always remembering our Lord
and had also His Darsan at all times. How come
it is said here that their minds also were abducted
and attracted by our Lord? The reason for this is
that their minds also were established in our Lord
only, but their minds were attracted due to the beauty
of our Lord. Hence, here, there was no necessity
for our Lord to have exercised His power as Prameya.
In this way, the three types of queens who were
full of qualities have been described (26).

The queens who had gone beyond the three qualities
are now rendering their praise (Stuti).

Verse meaning: Those queens, understanding our Lord
SriKrishna who is the teacher of this universe as their
husband, are engaged in rendering loving service to
Him like massaging His holy feet etc. How can we
adequately describe the glory of their penance ? (27).
SRISUBODHINI: Those queens who had bodily
relationship with our Lord, with all their mind (i.e.
totally) had also intense internal relationship with our
Lord, as they had . pure love and devotion for our
Lord.

Massaging the holy feet of our Lord and others
denote the external relationship. The word ‘Jagadgurum’
(teacher of this universe) has been used to indicate
that a devotee will attain the results through the
performance of these acts of service (Kriya), and also
on doing all the Seva (service) as per the scriptures
i.e. these are the ways to attain the result (viz. the
Lord)! Later, it is said that these ladies performed
this service with the intellect, that the Lord was their
husband! Through this, it is said that their intellect
was the best. They did not have the attitude of a
paramour to our Lord, as the Gopis had. This is
the purport.
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KAARIKAA’s meaning: Although their intellect of
undivided devotion to our Lord was of two Kkinds,
due to the strength of the scriptures, the intellect
of regarding our Lord as the husband is the best.
Through this, our Lord’s role as Prameya in 6 ways
has been described. Where even one quality is enough
to get the grace of our Lord, what can we say about
the glory of grace through all the 6 qualities! Hence,
who is there, who is capable of adequately describing
the glory of their penance ? No one is there! (27).

In this verse, it is said that How can anyone
adequately describe the glory of their penance? In
this way, after describing the Nirodha attained by
all these queens, it is said that the Lord gave them
up also having got disappeared in their minds. With
a view to explain this, this story is ended through
the next verse.

Verse meaning: In this way, our Lord SriKrishna,
who is the final goal of all noble and saintly persons,
protected the Dharma as prescribed by the Vedas.
He has shown through this again and again, that
the actual place for the fruition of the 3 goals of
life viz. Dharma Artha and Kaama is the home (life
of a householder) only (28).

SRISUBODHINI: Like our Lord desires His devotee
to attain Nirodha (pure and total love for Him), in
the same way, He considers the Vedic Dharma, as
being very important for instructing this world. The
reason for this is that OUR LORD IS THE FINAL
GOAL OF NOBLE AND SAINTLY PERSONS'! If the
Lord were not to do like this, then the path of virtues
and goodness will not be established, and noble and
saintly persons’ safety will be in danger. Not only
the Vedic Dharma is considered as pleasing to our
Lord but our Lord accepts and approves the Smaarta
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Dharma (way) of attaining the three goals of one’s
life viz. Dharma Arhta and kaama! These rules have
been provided by our Lord for the due protection
of those, who are desirous of these three goals (majority
of people desire this only, and this is as per the
will of our Lord). That is why, the importance of
home (Griham) has been particularly emphasized. OUR
LORD HAS SHOWN THIS, THROUGH HIS OWN
LIFE IN 16000 HOUSES, WITH 16000 LARGE
FAMILIES! (28).

In this way, after describing the devotion to Dharma
on the part of our Lord, it is said that these queens
were not like our Lord, and perhaps for them this
household Dharma was opposing in nature. With a
view to remove this doubt, it is said that these queens
were also devoted to Dharma, as per the next verse.
Verse meaning: The number of wives of our Lord,
who observed the highest standards and rules of an
ideal householder’s life, was 16108 (29).
SRISUBODHINI: Our Lord practiced the highest
standards of an ideal householder’s life. For this sake,
our Lord took different forms, as He had 16000 wives.
In this verse, the words ‘of the wives’ have been
used, and our SriMahaprabhuji explains the purport
of this, by telling that like our Lord, although being
ONE, was seen by each of these 16000 wives in
a separate different form in their respective houses,
in the same way each of his queens had also 16000
forms! The word ‘Tu’ (but) negates any other meaning.
The words ‘higher than 100’ is denoting the number
of 1000s! The purport of this is that even one of
the queen was considered as more than 100 in value,
due to their love and devotion to our Lord! (29).

* * *
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