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1 m from canada, raised in america and have been
surrounded by different culturtes all my life. Most of my
friends follow different religions, and are involved in their
respective beliefs. However, as my family lives in new
Jersey with a lack of vaishnav community, | was not able to
surround myself with hinduism as other people in america or
india can. So, my parents decided to start a class taught by
maitriraja, a class to educate us on what it means to be a
hindu/vedic. From first day I came to know that hindu is a
very general term but being a vedic refers to the fact that we
follow the veda. So far we have covered the meaning of
religion, 10 types of samany dharm explained in manu
smruti, praveshika written by pu.shri sharadbawa and right
now we are studying the manual to the devotional path of
pushti. After starting the class, I learned that hindu is just a
geographical identity, and the everyday follow of the ved is
what classifies our belief. We learn twice a week and try to
understand the fundamental principles of pushtimarg and
hinduism. There are many indians that I personally know
that proudly call themselves vedic. However, they
constantly disregard many rules ordered in the ved and think
that going to the temple occassionaly of festivals makes
them vedic. Yet, this is entierly false. A true vedic is only one
who follows the ved to the best of their ability. Another
essential part of vallabhcahry's philosophy is the concept of
sakaarbrahmvaad. Lord krishna exists in two forms at the
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same time, he exists in every object in the world but at the
same time exists in the worship form of shri krishna. The
form for this is, so devotees are able to perform seva to the
idol of lord shri krishna. In this day and age, many people
attend the temple rather then performing seva at their own
homes, going against the most basic rule preached by shri
vallabhachary. This shows a backward progression of
vaishnavism, as these devotees are unaware about how
attending the public temple, runnning on the name of
pushitmarg is considered as sin, for a follower of shri
vallabhachary. In addition to the learning about the
principles, our questions also get answered. It would never
have been possible without this regular class.

So 1 find myself blessed that through vallbhachary
vidyapeeth, pujy maitriraja is conducting many classes and
from one of them is ours, though it is very early morning
time in india. I am glad that besides living in w.s. I am
learning the true path of our vedic culture and shri
mahaprabhuji's pushtibhaktimarg.

With warm regards and gratiutude from

Vanshika shah, Sanvi parikh, Juhi shah, Ria shah, Suraj
shah, Priyansha shah, Aaryan parikh, Ashini parikh (u.s.a)
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We are non-resident indians, living in america since
many years. In such a period where all the countries are
affected by western culture, it seems just impossible to
nurture ourselves and even our kids with good religious
virtues. Inspite of nurturing my kids, with good vaishnavite
values, felt something lacking in the process and even
wanted some guidance regarding the method of learning
step by step for better results and understanding for me too.
With this expectation, i visited shri vallabhachary
vidyapeeth with a referance, along with my kids for a 3 week
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stay, with the motive of engaging them in the studies for
becoming good vaishnav. We are overwhelmed with
appreciation for the spiritual/educational services provided
to us through shri vallabhachary vidyapeeth. Our family
recieved individual as well as group instructions from shri
sharad bawashri, shri maitriraja and senior vaishnavas
during our 3 week stay at vidyapeeth.

Through the individualized program created for each
student in our family, we had an incredible trajectory in our
spiritual education. We recieved instructons both in our
native language as well as englis, so that sanskrit scriptures
were accessible by all. Further, we were provided a variety
of resources such as age and language appropriate books,
audio and video lectures, all of which we continue to use
regularly.

Presently, we are studying independently at home
with remote or virtual guidance provided by shrimaitriraja
from vidyapeeth by using translated scripturtes, weekly
audio instructions followed by weekly video conferance.
We are most appreciative of all the efforts put forth by
vidyapeeth, in serving our family. We implore vidyapeeth
to continue offering these highly valued and needed
services.

with warm regards and gratitude form
shreeraam family (berkley)
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